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[ Abstract]
in patients with esophageal cancer. Method The self-rating anxiety scale (SAS), the Eysenck personality questionnaire (EPQ-RSC)

Objective To explore the correlations between preoperative anxiety and its personality characteristics, coping style

and the trait coping style questionnaire (TCSQ) were used for the investigation among 99 patients with esophageal cancer. Results The
score by SAS was (59.85+4.47), which was higher than that of the domestic norm (P <0.05). The incidence of preoperative anxiety was
53.54%. The average scores on neuroticism and active coping styles among those more anxious patients were significantly lower than
those with less anxiety (P<0.05). The scores on nervocity and negative coping styles among those more anxious patients were both
significantly higher than those with less anxiety (P<0.05). The anxiety of patients with esoplageal cancer was negatively corelated with
neuroticism and active coping styles, and postively corelated with nervocity, psychoticism, dissimulation and negative coping style
(P <0.05). Conclusions The anxiety of esophageal cancer patients is prevalent before operation and it is closely related to the
neuroticism and coping styles. Nurses should take pertinent measures to reduce their anxiety for the successful completion of surgery.
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