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Correlations between nursing students’ discrimination against mental patients and exposure to them
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[Abstract] Objective To investigate correlations between nursing students’ discrimination on psychopaths and exposure to

them. Method One hundred and twenty—one nursing students were involved in the investigation by a general information questionnaire, a
discrimination against mental patients scale (DAMPS ) and an exposure to mental patients scale (FLS). Results The total mean score on
discrimination, scores on isolation dimension and scores on capability were all significantly lower than the norms (all P < 0.01). Negative
correlation was observed between nursing students’ discrimination against patients and exposure to patients (r = = 0.31, P <0.05).
Conclusion Measures should be taken to encourage nurses to understand patients so as to alleviate their discrimination.
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