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Symptom experience of children with acute leukemia during chemotherapy: a qualitative research
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[Abstract] Objective To explore symptom experience of children with acute leukemia during chemotherapy in order to
provide evidence for the medical staff to take pertinent interventions and provide research foundation for the management and control of
the symptoms. Method = Semi—structured interviews were conducted among 17 children with acute leukemia with phenomenological
research approach by purposive sampling. Colaizzi principles were used to analyze the interview data. Result Three themes were
extracted: too much trouble with symptoms, complex emotional reactions, and lifestyle changes. Conclusions There are many
symptoms of physical and mental discomfort in children with acute leukemia during chemotherapy. Nursing staff should pay attention to
the subjective feelings of children, helping children to alleviate physical pain, providing psychological counseling and emotional support,
adopting diverse interventions, and improving the quality of life of children.
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