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[Abstract ]
Methods

Objective To develop and illustrate the key points for evaluation of cross—sectional studies relevant to nursing.
The study was conducted on the basis of reviewing of domestic and foreign medical and nursing papers, with the domestic
nursing research condition taken into consideration. We referred to the professional advices of epidemiologists, statisticians, and staff of
medical and nursing journals, combined with the characteristics of the design of cross—sectional study, and came up with the Key Points
for Evaluation of Cross —sectional Studies Relevant to Nursing (KINETIN) to standardize the three aspects of specialty, statistics and
normalization in cross sectional studies. Results The key points were arranged according to the normal structures of nursing papers,
and were put forward evaluation items for informative points, including title, authorship, summary, funding and references, main body,
including background, methods, results, discussion and conclusion, and other contents, such as figures, abbreviations, statistics, and
legends. The whole evaluation system comprised of 32 points with 76 detailed items. Conclusion These items could be conducive to
the standardized reporting of cross —sectional studies for researchers in nursing, helpful for readers to review papers accordingly, and
useful for editors and reviewers to make comments on the quality of relevant studies.
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